Historic,  Archive  Document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
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:ater  Supply  Outlook 
Rio  Qc-and.e  and  Canadian  Drainage  Basins 

The  water  supply  outlook  for   irrigated  areas  served  "by  the 
Rio  Grande  and  its  tributaries  in  San  Luis  Valley  is  well  above 
normal  for  February  1,.  Water  content  of  the  snow  on  most  courses 
is  about  twice  the  past;  il-year  average,  and  the  maximum  of 
record  for  this  date  since  1939<>    Along  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range  and  into  New  Mexico  the  snow  cover  is  above  normal  but  no 
unusual  snow  accumulation  has  occurred 3    Soil  moisture  conditions 
are  generally  dry  in  San  Luis  Valley  and  into  New  Mexico  except 
for  the  extreme  southern  districts.     On  the  headwaters  of  the 
Fecos  and  Canadian  Rivers  the  snow  water  content  is  about  aver- 
age and  the  same  as  a  year  ago0 


RIO  GRAilDE 

Snow  accumulation  along  the  Continental  Divide  to  the  west  of  San  Luis  Valley 
is  very  high  and  greater  than  at  -any  time  since  February  1  snow  surveys  started  in 
1339*    However ^  any  estimate  of  runoff  based  on  this  information  should  be  con- 
sidered as  preliminary  and  subject  to  snow  that  will  come  later  in  the  season  and 
-o  other  factors  such  as  temperature  at  melting  time.    On  high  elevation  courses 
che  snow  water  content  is  now  about  the  same  as  the  average  for  April  1  and  at 
medium  elevations  around  9000  feet  water  content  is  relatively  much  greater 0  It 
is  probable  that  the  melt  season  runoff  will  be  considerably  above  normal  on  the 
Upper  Rio  Grande,  Alamosa  and  Conejos  rivers.     If  the  present  rate  of  snow  accumu- 
lation should  continue  flood  damage  should  be  expected.     In  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
range  snow  cover  is  near  normal 0    Little  snow  is  reported  on  the  valley  floor  and 
soil  moisture  conditions  are  poor« 

Similar  snow  conditions  exist  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Rio  Chama  as  in  San 
Luis  V alley o    Elsewhere  in  northerti  Few  Mexico  the  snow  fall  has  been  about  normal* 
Soil  moisture  conditions  are  reported  as  good  at  higher  elevations  but  poor  in  t he 
middle  Rio  Grande  area~    Storage  in  El  Vado  reservoir  is  now  1473000  acre-feet, 
65  percent  of  capacity,,  in  contrast  to  a  near  empty  reservoir  on  February  1,  1948. 

The  combined  storage  in  Elephant  Butte  and  Caballo  reservoirs  is  627aOOO  acre- 
feet  as  compared  to  524 ,,000  a  year  ago©    This  reverses  a  long  trend  toward  lower 
reservoir  levels 0    Soil  moisture  and  crop  conditions  are  described  as  good  in  the 
Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley0    Recent  precipitation  has  been  above  normal  and  tempera- 
tures have  been  low« 

On  the  headwaters  of  "the  Pecos  River  near  Santa  Fe,  the  snow  water  content 
measured  on  the  courses  is  only  five  percent  above  the  past  ten-year  average.  On 
the  Carlsbad  project  soil  moisture  and  crop  conditions  are  good0    The  total  water 
stored  in  McMillans  Aval  on3  and  Alamogordo  Reservoirs  is  32^000  acre- feet,  the  same 
as  last  year© 

CANADIAN  RIVER 

On  the  tributaries  of  the  Canadian  River  the  snow  cover  is  near  normal  and 
che  same  as  a  year  ago0    Conchas  Reservoir  has  307^,000  acre- feet  in  storage, 
40,000  less  than  on  February  la  1948*    Recent  precipitation  on  the  Tucumcari 
project  has  been  about  normal©    Soil  moisture  and  crop  conditions  are  fair* 


Miscellaneous  Series  Paper  No*  426,  Colorado  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

.        '  (1) 


WATER  CONTENT  OF  SNOW  ON  THE  WATERSHEDS  OF 
PLATTE, ARKANSAS, UPPER  COLORADO  AND  RIO  GRANDE  BASINS 
BASED  ON  SNOW  SURVEYS  MADE  APPROXIMATELY  FIRST   DAY  OF  MONTH 


In  Percent  of  Normal 
February.  1,.  19*9 
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The  following  crganiz.aticf.  perate  Lr  ho  snow  suryeya  and  irrigation 
water  isupply    orecaata  for  the  ado^  Mia a curi -Arkansas  and  Rio 

Grande  watersheds  by  furnishing  funds  or  3ervioes« 

STATE 

Colorado  State  Bfiginet  * 
'.Vyoraing  Stat,  eej 
Utah  State  Engine* 
New  Mexico  State  Engineer 
Montana  State  Engineer 
Nebraska  State  Ehgineer 
Colorado  Experiment  Station 
Colorado  Extension  Service 
ontanft  Experiment  Station 
Utah  Experiment  Station 
FEDERAL 

Department  of  Agriculture 

forest  Service 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Department  of  Interior 

Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Geological  Survey 

National  Park  Service 
Department  of  Commeroe 

vfeather  Bureau 
War  Department 

Army  Engineer  Corps 
FU;  TILITIES 
"Uoio'rado  Public  Service  Company 
Western  Colorado  power  Company 
Montana  Power  Company 
publio  Service  Company  of  New  Mexico 
Denver  end  Rio  Grande  Western  R*  R»  Company 
MUNICIPALITIES 

City  of  Bozeman 

Lty  of  Denver  I 
City  of  Eoulder 
WATER  USERS  ORG.  fIZAT  EONS 

Poudre  Valley  ftater  Users*  Association 
Arkansas  Valley  Ditch  Association 
Colorado  River  Water  Conservation  District 
IRRI GAT  IOli  PROJECTS 

Farmers  Reservoir  and  Irrigation  Company 
San  Luis  Valley  Irrigation  District 
Santa  Maria  Reservoir  Company 
Costil:.a  Land  Company 

Uncompahgre  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 

Wyoming  Development  Company 

Goshen  Irrigation  Distriet 

Kendriok  Pr ojeot 

Pathfinder  Irrigation  Diatriot 

Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 

San  Carlos  Irrigation  and  Drainage  Distriot 

INrin  Lakes  Reservoir  and  Canal  Compar  - 

Many  other  organizations  and  individuala  furni  i  valuable  information  fa 
the  snow  survey  reports «    Their  cooperation  i  I  gratefully  acknowledge 


